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Tho Houso being 5n Committeo of<tbe Whole 
on the state of tho Uniou, (Mr. Bufjtinton in 
the chair,) Bud Laving undef consideration the 
bill to proviido for the payment of ouletauding 
Treasury notes, to authorisse a loan,, to regu- 
Iftte and fix the dufiea on imports, and for other 
p«rpo89S — 

Mr. GABSy said : 

Mr, Chairman t I avail myself of this oppor- 
tanity of saying to the Committee what 1 in- 
tended to have said to the Houso a few days ago, 
and that, too, upon a new subject. There is one 
subject which we have been ao much accus- 
tomed to hear discussed upon this floor, that I 
do not know but I maj be considered out of 
order if I do not talk upon this negro question. 
. Mr. HATTON. You are certainly out of or* 
dcr if jou attempt, in this Committee^ to die- 
cuss anything except the negro question. Here, 
nothing is recognised aa of sufficient import- 
ance to entitle it to consideratiQa, unless it in- 
volves 6 disquvsition on slavery. [Laughter.] 
• Mr. CABBYi I am going to make a few re- 
marks upon a instter which I conceive to be of 
gi«&t importance to the agricultural sntercsta of 
this country. I have no doubt that some gen- 
*enion ms-y consider that out of order ; but I 
"1 ventore to proceed, even if it is out of or- 
er ; &q<1 in oraer to lay a<- foundation for my 
smarks, 1 will offer e, resolution to be read as 
part of my argument, for I know it would not 
e in order to offer it now for adoption : 
" Mcsolved, That,the Committee on Agricul- 
ture be,-ftnd they are hereby, instructed to te- 
port to this House a bill for the promotion of 
.the iutereat of agrihulfcarej -for the organiza- 
tion of the svgrictdtural division of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, now in a defective con- 
dition, and demanding an immediate remedy." 
It is well kiiown to every man upon this 
oor, who reflected for one* moment, that 
gricmuca lies at the foupdation of civiliza- 
ioa, and of all other interests of the cquutry. 



[ It 18 tho only institution of the country that has 
I not aorao attention paid to it by the Govern- 
ment of the United States. Now, 1 find an 
illustration of tho character of agricultaro em* 
"ftodied in much better langnsige^aa I can nse, 
and I will adopt it as my own : * 

" Education of the AoRiCTLTOHisT.-r-N'o 
' raan is so Itigh as to be independent of tho 
' success of this great inteteat: no man is sO' 

* lov «»i not to be affectod, by its proaperity ot> 

* decline. Agriculture feeds ua ; to a groat de^ 
' gree, it clothes us ; without i^ we could not 

* have manufactures, and we shoiild Hot have: 
' copnmerce. These all stand together, like pvV 
' lars in a cluster, the largest m t&o midoloy 
' and that largest is agriculture. - 

"The cultivation of tho earth is the moat 
' important labor of -man. Mao may be civil- 
' izeiiii, in some degree, vithout great progress' 
' in manufaeture^r, and with litde eommerca 

* with bis distant ceighbora; hvA wLihoat culti- 

* vatiou of the earthy he is a ;ro&ming' barb&° 

* riau. When tillage begina, other aits Mlo*. 
' The farmers, therefore, ai» the fonndfirs of 
' human civilization." ■ 

That is "the language of Damel Webstorj! 
(uad X think that no m&n will Aem tibat that 13 a 
very fair &nd true statement. What condition 
and situation does agriculture maintaia in tho: 
departments <^ the ^o^enimeat f: It is pla^ 
under the direction 'of the Inteinoi' Dep&xtmeili; 
It is only incidentally alltided to ict the enmner*: 
ation of the powers of the .Saoadtaxy of the. 
Interior. The head of :lh9 ^latent Office i» 
charged, among other thi&ga, ^th the j»Ue<>> 
tion of statistics,' sc^ds, floats, aud .ohttings. 
So that this gre.at interest- is iii shasciCO'ad dMffl' 
of the fourth bureym of the Pej)artmea4;;£»f tb4" 
Interior ; and sotrnucli of tim^ of thft head; 
of the DigpeMrtm^nfr is -jcxfjGessmlf disirotesL to 
other branches of btisineaa, ,1,ha» lit^ssWi 
attention can be paid to the fbgncBlttb;^ ' 
terest. T'-jie can he nothing eSk^iaU. done 
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foi' it iml(!s» yoH placo tlio nubjocl undor t.lio 
diroct control of Bomw doiiarlmeut tlint will bo 
ro«poiif(iblci to tlio country for il3 proper pcr- 
fornmndfe. 

■ When tho labor is divided nmong go tnnny 
hands., tho rcaponBibility will bo iVitlHrod luvay, 
and ■very littlo done. Tho roHolntion tlmt, ban 
been read was -diroctod by tho Coiilraittce oii 
A^cnltaro to b^^oflciwd hero, ho as to p;ol an 
oxpi-eBsioa nf opinion on tho Hubjcct, and fiu^- 

Sout to tho Ilouao whother it would instruct 
10 coromi\tAo to brinjtr in a bill to oatabliflh an 
iudp<Sn4o'A .1i)«Vciiu of agriculture. I want 
gnMl&menf to retioot on tho Bubjoct, so thht, 
when tho resolution can bo offered in onlor, 
they will bo able to vote intelligently on it. If 
they ax'e disposed to cnconrago the institution 
of ftgriculture. Lhoy will voto for th« resolution; 
if they §6^©' aot no Siapoaod, they will voto it 
dowD.^ arid tho thing cuds ; and w(i will lot it 
mnam where it ie. 

When tho Governwont was crpanizod, in tho 
disooBsion on tho sobjoct tho agricultural claaa 
■wrr».B alluded tn, especially by Mr. Madison, as 
t^i« ' great olasa o»it of which members of Con- 
^0984 wpuld bo chosen, and therefore that that 
latorest would be protected liko all others. 
Now, yoii have in this body, I oappose, abouf 
n dozen farnifera. The iutorost of no commu- 
mif will 'bo attended io with punctuality and 
SHSiljiuileBtthcwe in charge of jt hnvo a du-ect 
intemt in- tho subject. The lawyer has his 
Ofwn inteiestato promote j the mechanic liis; 
tkd doctor ^kis; and if the interests of tho 
&nDer are to bei^promotod, that class must bo 
repceeented by those who kaow something 
alKmt ita wants, its necossifcies, and its con- 
^i&Ht. ' bave aow in Corfgress but vory 
few&rmers ; and you find^your agricidtural 
ia:tasest8 ill' the Government committed to a 
©Kark m oae corner of the Patent Office, who 
paddi«a seed^ That is about the extent 
of tiie Clara g?ven to the great agricultural in- 
terests of the ctomtry. If you cannot do better 
timn t&ftijryou had better abolish the ofHoe 
altcif^c&er^andt leave the agriudltural class to 
ftik» osirs of themselves. 

One great evil in the cocntry is, tb&t political 
{iS^cfei} atiij opoa to men, whore they can get 
mttdt'it^te ^^[68 than they can get on a 
£ma| and it is ^ Wtentable fact, that through- 
<wt we ccntttrjt ■^bere I am acquainted, and I 
bnlim'a it ^endrallv so^ agricalt orlsts are now 
edfisftiibaj^'tbek childrou^'Dot cuIture>of 
the soil^ ibnt fisr tometbing which they regard 
as' xdnm JS^lBVSiM. Yon fisd them seeking 
p3a«e« tei the j^ffbfeesidnal dasaes of society, or 
yo% find titeai asoaod^aur capitals of the States 
and oi th& United/'States, seeking employ</n6nt, 
aBcdti3% the loa¥W and ^khes dispensed by the 
Gde^edmrneot. Iliat ia^ a matter of great im- 
«oftttnea to the ooiuatr^. Whe^i a man gets 
nsm^KB' jfo fiVivdoUars ^ day for doing litUe or 
sothni'g^ iini eaa gid a "■ dollar a day for 
yboni^|,|}tt a'larmj tber^ injury done 



to tlin ogri cultural inieroFit* If you nrc to do 
anytliiiif^ to j.ronnoto the iiilorf.Htrt offigricnltuio, 
you uiufit /,'ot rid of a ;;reat deal of tiio jiolilicnl 
CAcit/emcut ir,' tins llalliunl in the ('OiMilrj' ; for 
tho very nioni'^nt men lind llufy can ourn n liv- 
ing with len3 ox<3rlion in ono direction than in 
anutbor, and that ono occupation i*i more lu- 
crfttivo than another, that moment tlicir cirorts 
arc bt nt in that direction. 

Such has been tho casjo in refcrenco to flio 
profcBfiion of law; and wc now havo young men 
in Oliiio — and I suppose th«ro nro such every- 
whero in the' country — who, eonpiderln;* tho 
utudyof law as a Hto.i/j)in;'--Htono to promotion, 
havo Htudied juat enough hwv to give tliem tho 
natno of lawyerH. Thou they become politiciauHi, 
go through tho country making political tipccch- 
es, and fill tho country with a Ihveriah atatc of 
cxcilomenti. In the Woxt stop of their progrcBH 
they como into tins IL-ill, and pursuing tho 
BameconrsQ of spcoch-miiking and creating ex- - 
citement upon ^lolitical topicH, wo who deairo 
to get tho lioor lor tho consideration of mnttors 
of groat publio intoront outride of politica, can 
rarely do ao without autrugglo almost as gre".t 
as would be nocoaqary to make a fortune ordi- 
narily. [Laughter.] I do not wish to raalio 
any mdccoroua remaika' in reference to this 
honorable body ; but I have absolntoly seen 
exhibited upon various occaaiona, iu this hall, 
such a struggle for tho floor, and 8nchlh.n effort 
to see who could talk loudest and longest, as, 
if exhibited ia a neighborhood of farmers, 
would be considered not very respectable, to 
say the least of it. 

Mr. Chairman^ the iatoJeste of tho country at 
this time demand, from the hands of every man 
who has any regard for his cbuntry or his coun- 
try's welfare, a cessation of this extraordinary 
excitement .upon the subject of politics!. When 
you hear gentlemen ! upon this floor seriously 
talking about a dissolution oftho Union j when 
you see a Convention of men of one single 
party of this Government dividing iia reference) 
to that question,, go important to thoinetitutioas 
of our country, I think it is timo that every one 
of us should begin to pause and reflect in ref- 
erence to the consuquences. It is not extra- 
ordinary patriotism that actuates men in making 
all this disturbance; and if it is, I ata going to 
suggest a plan to^et rid of at least, one-half of 
this eiccess of patJiotisia, and to make the oth^r 
half i?orth four times as moch &a itis nov. 
[Laughter.] Yoii WU do much towards ac- 
complishing that, ifyoa will reduce the com- 
pensation of Kien in and around this Capitol, 
and in the rarious departments of Government, 
to 8ome'5rhat of an equality with the cbmpensa- 
tion of men who pursue other vocations of life.' 
Let not a Qiau here who opens and shuts your: 
doors receive three dollars a day, while a mati : 
who matds r»ils gtefa but fifty cents or a dollar.. 
If you employ here ten men to do the labor of! 
one at hXita^j, a&d it becomes understood the' 
coutttr -^J-at mea can make more money hera| 



24V) tOG 



3 



t'm.i j'l hcrno, you v'xW find niori rushinfr hero 
fVurn every quarto^' of thA Union, Hoolcinj; for 
(iflico. And i hftt is tho very class of men v/ho 
uro dislurbirg tlio wliolo coninji'.nity. They 
come from Ur lowest to the highcal ranlcH— 
I'rom ihc; coiuU. bla iip to the PrOftidcntiul (vgpi- 
rant. 

I ask you to comptiiro tho moral, Social, and 
political condition of thifi country, with whfttit 
■was thirty years ago, 1 am acquainted with 
tho workings of this Goveriimnnt, and Iiavo 
been for a jfjn'fttniany years. Orcr pjxtyyenrn 
ago 1 wont into the WoBtcrn country, when that 
portion of it which now occupies fivo Sfalos 
iiorUiwcHt of tho Oliio tiver contained b"ji,twen- 
ty-iivo or tliirty thou:iand inhAbitair*;}. 1 have 
oeon that mighty country grow up; and I have 
eccn tho physical, moral' — I will Viot nay tho 
poiitioftl — condition of that country improve, 
and becomo what it is now iwdmitlcti to bo — 
not excelled in thcs" icspecte by any portion 
of this country. 

Now, there m not a gentleman upon this 
fioor but will agreo with rao, that hort; is the 
BourcG of all these abuses, and that it is just as 
plain as it is to multiply two by two. Pay men 
in proportion to thoir eorvices, and mako tho 
pursuit of agriculture just a«i profitable as it ia 
to open and shut thfese doors, and you will 
lessen this struggle for o/Sce. Pay your mem- 
bers of Con^;rc8B just about half what you pay 
now. and you will have just as able members 
of Congress, and you w.\ 1 have a great deal less 
disturbance. Ju^t in prpportion as yoa increase 
the salaries of men, just iu that proportion do 
you increase their extra ragant modes of living. 
Office ia tUeu hunted for, and an excitement is 
gotten, up by this scramble for office, wbic£ 
demoralizes the counity and everything con- 
nected with it' 

^ ,Now, I appeal to gentlemen upon this floor, 
if the people of the country could come here 
and witness what J have' witnessed upon this 
floor, would they not be astorished at the spec- 
tacle ? They would see one part of the House 
arrayed against the - other, and at times, ap- 
parently, in the very attitude of yi&X- And 
vrhtit is all this aboiit? Why, it is all about 
the negro. That, is, however, but a scape-goat. 
The negro has a great deal to do with this mat- 
ter, but tliero are bther coutrolKng influences. 
And tmtil these Are driven but of the areha of 
conflict, and the peopla aj'^ly the remedy, you 
uoed not look for aiiy grijat change. But we 
have great difficulty na'f in understanding 
what the ConstitnltioQ rfeans. We Have side 
issues, and we h&v8 front and tear issues, and 
we panr.ot understand l&jjgaage at all as we did 
a few years ago. 

All iJaeso things have Tssulted in the^ greatest 
excitement, and in what 1 ihust proaoance a 
most ridiculous state of iliings. I ask if these 
inflaences are liot spreac'-ing all over the count 
try ?^ I ask you whetba* our action here cor- 
responds yrm tho expectations of our cpnetittt- 



cnt^s ? Wc arc doing a gront many tliingii heW 
which we would no. like to lot uiJr constituonta 
know. | Laught-ftr,] .'^ nd until gontlomen i,:\n: 
nioet on this floor, and moot ojj men moot elfi«v- 
whero, ;Mid attend to their business failbfUly 
find honestly, you will have just wl<lt you have 
BCcn horp. Tho people will bo do<;(ifv9d, and 
jmriiofl will war to tho knife, wrid yet divide thp " 
spoil?. When you ofTer to tho man who po^ 
forms what you conpiidor your menial JjoKlcftS 
about the Capitol, and in ssrailar Bitufltlons in 
tho Su-^tcs, tho same fair compenWltioii that tho 
farm laborer rccoi v^h, yon will elfect a groat ira- 
j)ro;'ftcncnt in nil our public afl'aii.^ Tiiia dispar- 
ity of compensation tonds to olovato one cla«l 
ftbovo another, and increases tho extravaganoo 
of living of the bcttcr-oompensated cJass ; and 
that oxpcuBO greatly ox ceoda what a^man cari, 
by honest industry, and by private effort* iu *iia 
ordinary ways oi life, earn. 

Slavery is degrading to a white man who 
works 5 and for that reason X object to filay-^ry 
going into a free 'iorritorv. It degrades ths 
white laborer. I o not ask that you wiU.^H30 
farming above what it now is. Let it atmd 
upon its own merits, and let those who are hoto 
receive but tlio wages they get at home, ,'fhat 
is all I a»k. Unless there is eomething doiwi 
to arrest the political . excitemuni.s of tjie day^ 
jast so sure as we are alive W9 will become « 
distracted and severed peoplof ' 

I consider an examination into Ukuem ,Qua8- 
tions of great importance; Wt' mxM pat iiow» 
the extravagance of the times. We pfie,.iJYerj^ 
day, that expenses are increasing, and.lB.|)or,^a 
becoming degraded** The farmer hM; now no 
ground for encouragement flo- is . mfarely re- 
garded as a^rmer. 

Now, if you really do y&nt to idp ftujthing 
for the t "eat agricultural interest pftfi? (501111,117, 
then let there ne a separate department of tl^ 
Government established for its h.5nefit| i«id let 
some man be placed ?it its hesA vbjo is compe- 
tent for the discl^arge , cf the amies imppsed 
upon him. 7£iet that man b« m'^wpsiKa to 
the country for the proper perfora;'{i^ce of his 
functions' of office. As it is «oi^, i%?n?etaj|y 
Thompson, of the iDteriot, Dep^.^mpat^ has 
not thei time to pay attenUon to tho t)ffri4J^tare 
of tha country. Governor Thpmcs^ «Jf ittie ]?at- 
ent 0/Rce, has not time to pay atteifitlpii ity 
and the subject is lefl to. the n^ad «r. ax^^^her 
bureau; and if 5^ou inquire of hhn,he r.^^ ihat 
he has no control over it.,.[Laughieril., ju^.J^ 
evil be rem^ied, for a^culture is l»e fouji}lft> 
tion of the progress ot p,ll ow otiher gk-aat In- 
terests.'. ■ ■ . . , 

Mr. Chairman, before i,flit dovm, I wiU |nal;e 
a few lemai-ks upon the topics ot cOBk^aEtjdij- 
cuBsion in this Hall It roay b§ tlxat my opin- 
ions may be dosired hy ijij cpttsMtaeati^ 'WMt* 
ever they are, I hesitate JU^t fraokiy to axpi^esa • 
them. Day after dty have. h^ fi^qq ais- 
cuBsioni!! of every m tinner o!^ distracting t^3- 
tioofl, JiJ'ow, I think tiiat if we would retain' t^ 
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tho ancient conHtrncllon ol" llic Cojistiliition- - 
if wo woulu 'joiistruo it us it hen been con 
(ilrued tintll within i\w luKt leu year; — tlicro 
would then bo no further diirieiilty on the nub- 
joct of nlavery. In tbo oarly daya of tho Iic- 
pubiio, BtaS|Qry wns regarded ns nn evil. In 
tlio orgftnraitiou of this QovernmontT ilfl mis- 
chiovowa tcndenciea wero not concoa cd. At 
tho time of the Revolution it was ono of the 
Complainta againat tho mother couf.tij, Ihn. 
aho jiourcd numbers of African slavea upon our^ 
coastB, and thcrohy degraded our whitp labor, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope tho gen- 
tleman will allow mo to interrupt him, that I 
may say ono word. 

Mt. OAREY. I would rather go on without 
interruption, but I yield to the Rcntleman. 

Mr.- SMITH, of Virginia. If, when pentle- 
meu make otatenients li;ie those we have heard. 
■W8 remain silent, it will look an if we yielded 
'owr Assent to them. I utlerly repudiate and 
lieny tho proposition stated by tho gentleman 
from Ohio. 

Mr. 'CAREY. I appeal to history in reply 
to tho gentleman's disclaimer. If thai be 

Otndied carofully, I «m sure that it will bear 
me out in what I have eaid. i ufalieTe that I 
am familiar with the principles of thiis Qovern- 

• xnent which had ascendency until within a few 
■y^eain, I know, I think, what were the doC' 
trines of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, Mr. Ad- 
ams, and Mr." Jlonrbe. They were the doc 
trineS; at the ti^e, of all classes of the people. 

I haTe on two occasions given expresision by 
mf votea^ to my ppinioi 'on the subject which 
difitracts this iounlsy. By my vote X have ex- 

'prestsed^'iav opposition to the extension of sla- 
very. I tto not believte that this Government 
has wsv power to esfcend slaveiy in this Union, 
iipon this continent, or anywhere in the world. 
If it saict that the State sovereignties have 
the rii^ht to admit slavery within their midst, 

•, tjjlan I rs^iid, that is a matter for tJbe, States, 
•?*3h b» itself, to determine, and not for the 

' Federal Government. W e all know th at Con- 
gress recognised the ordinance of l78T, which 
'fliea esdtided slavery ftom all the territories 
of the United St&tes'. The sixth section of that 
otdioaiioe wM re|>Baled by the admission of the 
slave States Sontn. 

- 'A good deal has been' isaid abont a reiolutioa 
of my collen^e, [Mr. Blake,] tipon which a 

■ ratetxgr yea« atia nays •bas taken m the House. 
Now, Bir» 1 vot^d for that reaolQtioa ; Ifioped 
Uiat the SQbjeet would be referri^S to the Comri 

■ loittee on the Jtidiciaryf The Bdbject exo'ted 
attention, and I had an idea of what the report 

' of ^6t TOnimittee Trcald be, land I regret they 
' trei^ not iallowed to report. If that committee 
hod be«ia allowed to make a report, 1 have not 
Ijse least donbt that it woRld have had the eff^ 
to qtciet this slavery e:icitement. I d6 not be- 
lieve that, under the Oonstitution^ we have any' 
ntCK^ light to touch islavery in the States vrhfii^e 



it now jfl, tltau wc havo to inlerf jro witli *bo 
private property of our neif^hbors. 

Th'P ftlaTery c.^uteincnt increases i veiy four 
yc^n?, as tho Prcsidenliftl ele( tion approaehcK. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, if men will appeal U) thcli 
own judgwouta, and rooHon from ci)n>moii-8ent;o 
rulce, there will bo less nolitieal diHtnrbance 
than there ban bocjn. Tbenj would then bo 
more probability of arriving at some more Heii- 
siblo concluHlon oii political (lueHtions. 

Wo hear ihreataoi a dissolution of tho Utiion,, 
because of tI\iH slavery ftgitatiou. Tho idea is 
extraordinary and unnaturftl. It is impofisiblo 
that this people can be divided and this Union 
disrupted. 

I was tjyight, from a boy, to venerate and re- 
gard this Union osi tho all-important thing in 
governmental affairs, and that separation would 
bo a desolation. jNow, supposing thal^ on tho 
subject of this disturbing question of slavery, 
tho South should aocodo, would it lessen these 
diflicullies ? Wo aro now under obligations to 
surrender to them thoir slaves, and the great 
portion of the people aro willing that it shall bo 
QOtjc. We havo some people who interfere 
with this thing. We havo imprudent men at 
the North as well as at the South. But how is 
it possible to escape tlie conaoquences of the"?e 
difficulties by separation? I know that aien 
can swell themselves into a great deal of ex- 
citeroeat and passion by exclamations abont 
their constitutional rights. I believe, as much 
as I believe that I exist, that I have the con- 
stitutional right to .demand that ^lavcry shall 
not be extended, j know that it was the in- 
tfeution of the framers of the Government, and 
the design and expression of ail the States, that 
they vere, in a short time, to get rid of slavery. 
I know what all our great 'nen have said on the 
subject ; Isnt the profoun* trut|it> laid down by 
them are now regarded as > leiesies or as treason. 

Now, I ask my Southern friends, in all can- 
dor — for I have not a particle of feeling against 
a single State or individual — to weigh these 
matters, with a little more prudence than they 
are in tJie habit of doing ; i^nd I a&>- my own . 
friends, when they discuss this question, to dis- 
cuss it in a spirit of kindness and Ermnese. 
jtiut wo have got a notion recentlv that there ia 
a kind' of pluck necessary to be snowa ia every 
speech, otherwEQ we would be r^arded as 
backing down. I do not think I lackpluck be- 
cause I do not abuse my neighbor. Would any 
of yon, in discussing difiSoulties w^th your 
neighbors, be influenced by the slang wtich ia 
in use here — hj the term **^Black Repoblican? " 
If a member on e^thei; side of this House says 
an imprudent thing, . it is miz^i upon by an- 
other, as if it were a fundameutal principle of 
a. party ; and the people are excited by the 
belief that something very serious is approach^ 

ssoyr, if we would act like sensible men, and 
treat tho subject vdth that candor and care which 
its importa&ce demands, instead of that ahyoess 
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v.!mc1i -vd Roo manifc't'^d nmouff niomborf, wo 
wtmld .'CO '•^.rtpeclful fircnliii/rn wluiH wo moct 
ffvcli olli-;r. iiic (ell you, my friends— and 
1 have had mmo cx[>criciicc — that tho yory 
iDomer.t tho firat blow is Ktruclc for scparalitDti, 
BOCcBfiion, or diBNolution, <hat very moment will 
tho Rrundcur and inagaificcncc that have been 
portrayed in fiuch glittering and glowing Icunn 
fade away, and we will bcconao a ruined, Lc':on- 
down, and destroyed nation. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gontlcmftti from Ohio 
hat: announced the,t there in no doubt that tho 
original policy of the Government was to limit 
slavery to the States in which it existed. Now, 
it has occurred to mo that a reference U> tho 
dates when Tennessee and Kentucky were ad- 
mitted into tho Union, and when Mississippi 
and Louifjiana T.ere created Territories, rnipnt 

f)erhap8 deserve cons'-'eration from him, bclore 
le comes to the conclusion, which ho seems to 
have come to very sincerely. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If ray colleague will allow 
me, I beg leave to remind the gentleman from 
Texas 

Mr. CAREY. I will answer the gentleman 
myself. I want the gentleman to know thot I 
understand the history of tho time. The Ter- 
ritory of Kentucky belonged to the State of 
Virginia, and slavery had extended there. It 
never belonged to the United States as a Ter- 
ritory. Neither did the othtsrs. 

Mr. REAGAN. The Northwestern Territory 
belonged to Virginia also. 

Mr. CAREY. Slavery did not exist there to 
any extent ; and she ceded the Territory, with 
the condUion that it should not exist there. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is trufe that the cession of 
the Northwestern Territ<,)ry was a matter of 
compact before the formation of the present 
Coaetitutien ; and it is also true that Kentucky 
waa taken from the territory of Virginia, and 
Tennessee from the territory of North Caro- 
lina, after the Constitution wag formed, and 
that slavery was permitted to exist in both : 
but the point tp wnich my attention was called 
' by the gentlenoan's remark waa the statement 
' that slavery was regarded by the fathers as an 
I evil which m»st be limited to the States where 
'. it waa existing. Jf that was their conviction, 
; how was it, when they had the power to es- 
i elude slayeholding States from coming into the 
; Union, that they admitted the States of Ten- 
' nessee and Kentucky with slavery ; and that, 
i in providing for the Territoriftl Governments of 
\ Mississippi and Louisiana and Arkansas and 
i Alabama and -Florida and others, they expresai- 
i ly recognist^ slavery in those Territoiiet^i and 
i made no attempt to abridge it in the States 
' where it existed ? ' 

Mr. OAilEY. Thp States from which these 
= Territories were derived had already extended 
i slavery over them, and they would not eurren- 
! der them, unless that principle waa yielded. 
I That -I understand to be the political history of 
that 'whole matter. In the case of Louisiana, 



it was a troaly et'pulfttion Vrhich could not bo 
got over. . 

But, Mr. Chairman, I think it iB t<>:» late in 
the day to begin to qucBtiou tho views which 
our fathers cntortaincn o;) this subjccf. 1 havo 
read tho vIcwh of all tho distinguished men of 
the United Slates op tho Bubicct of ekvory. t 
havo recently rend all that Mr. JeftcrHon said 
on the subjec; I have road bis corrospondcnco 
with A, B, and 0, not only in tho United States, 
bat in foreign countries. lie abhorred slavery, 
and bclioTod that it would be abolinhed by tho 
States themsfilvcs. I speak now of tho time of 
tho organization of the Government, and for 
many years after it ; but 1 admit that Mr. Jef- 
ferson changed his opinion^ somewhat after the 
Miaaouri question had awakened excitement in 
the country. 

Mr. REAGAN. It has been declared hero, 
by a number of speakoro, that Mr. Jefferson 
and others regarded slavery as wrong in mo 
abstract. There is, however, one' fact, in otir 
history on this subject, to which attention has 
not been specifically directed by any of tho 
speakers 

Mr. CAREY. I must proceed with my re- 
marks. . I know that this j8 an important ques- 
tion at this particular time, becaufle upon it 
turn's tho propriety or impropriety of the counlo 
of all parties. In the view of the people at the 
time of the foimation of the Government, there 
was no question more settled or fixed, than 
that slavery was a curse, and was not to be 
extended; and the Governmentdisposedof that 
question, by providing that slavery should not 
exist in any po;rtion of its territory. What 
Stronger illustration of their views- of slavery 
could they give than that ? 

My friends of the South have gbia little too 
fast on this subject. I hope they will reaiaic 
contented with their rights undv>r the Constitu- 
tion. I will guaranty that pot one of those 
rights will Ije infringed upon. When they aak 
more than those rights, I beiieve theyiask that 
which they will not get. I say this reapect- 

flUly. : , 

I know how easy it is for men to reason that 
this thing or that thing is expedient. . ^ I kaoiy 
that men call that thing expedient Tsrhich they 
want. So it is when wa pursue our, fiUb.uster- 
ing policy. We do not StiiBuiate filibua^r ex- 
pt^itionS because we have any pecuU»J" lovfe for 
tho people of the countries against j^hich Uiose 
expeditions are directed. It iSiibol that that 
Actuates u8. but a. spirit of ag^ndiaesieDt. 
Wfeen waa it that a man was aatisfied with his 
acquisitions, until he leoraed that he could add 
no more to.the balk of his fortanea ? . Does any 
Government relax in disposilion to acquire, n^w 
territory, as it increases m strength ? Np, sir j 
a8,it grows in strength, it seeks to grasp pat-ro 
territory. Such has been the history of tho 
world. We aro trying to inaks this a too mag- 
nificent G^vc^nment. ' We se«skto buil<i ,ttp_toQ 
much tawdry splendor in the Federal capit^^l. 
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ill Wiwlnngton, 'tehat BPxlnclionu i\re in iliis 
11(1.11, and ont of it, lo socuns mim in Uiuir fat 
pl&QCB of omoliiinRntl Now, wo ^viU do veil 
if wo will Ro to work liko honost men, and 
Btrikft oft'tho oxcniHConcofi tbivt nffoct the body 
•politic. Lot tlio hordes of acrvanis And rolnin- 
era, usblessly eraplojcd, i<i diHUMBSod. If wo 
do that, ihoa wo will do mhhI is vnluable. 
Jnst aa yon raiso wagos hnrc, will (hay be 
rftincd olsowhero in tho country for iiko flor- 
viceti. 

Tbo SlatoH imitate exactly tho exantjplo of 
iLe Fodortd Qovornmout. Four dollars iv day 
do not pay a mttn's expenses, I am told. Wo 
hear it nssottcd tUat $3,000 a year will not 
more than pay iiocessaty ©x|)on8e8. I am 
credibly informed that some membora expend 
$'.;,000 and $10,000 a year. They have th-* 
right to do that, for then thoy expend from 
their own private .>a< ins. I will not iuter- 
^Jeddle with the private rights of individuals ; 
but when tho Government is taxed for the 
purpose of exalting certain men above their 
ioUowH, I say that I h^ive a right to object. 
There is no jian in this country wbt) feeia 
more- delighted than I: do in its Ibfptiiuate 
advancement in wealth and prosperity; but. 
«ir, I fpar luxary and eaervatiou. 1 feel proaa 
that I have lived to see a compurative. wildof- 
ness, occupied by t«.!3nty-five thonsficd itibabit- 
attts, blossom into full-growa States., with > a 
pophlfttion of nine laillion. May I tiver Hys 
to see them sankea iato an A$iaUc degen- 
eracy 1' •;■ . ' ^ 

No man mth a mote swelling heart oontem- 
plates the growth of this'tsountry. I am fear- 
laly iowiavef, that our people are too fast ; and 
taat unless they change their course they must 
rapidlf deg:8nerat8. We do a great many 
things for which it would be difficult to iand a 
power in the Constitution. A, B, snd C, are 
hunted up, and, money is squandered upon 
them: Relics of dietin^lefhed men who h&ve 
gone before ns are over Dturdened with national 
mamficenceo Yet we hebr constantly much 
about the Constitution ; such, however, is the 
tedhnicsiity of the rules of \hk Hoaa& that it 
is mpossible for a tnan to say no, let tne qm^- 
tioQ o« ever sa objectionable. Consider it. If 
yottwiit not change tixese things, then I call 
upon the people $6 hnrl every member from 
thia' Hoase^ and put in those who will- restore 
the Wuer days of the Bi>public. 

Mr. Chairman, we iare of^n desigtl^ted as 
tJie (tfHTVantsof the people. it not carious 
that^^tho servtetg live much better than the 
masters? Y«tve make tbe 'jieOple's polities, 
tod oft^a. We make them lielievf) this and 
that, bec^se they put coufidetee in ns. 

leostfess that I im not accustomed to speak* 
ing in public. I knoip what 1 «.^9. If 1 had 
f^e fluAttcy of o&ers, I-would have a long story 
to tieU. I have «aid what I h&riS at ^e nek of 
eritietsm. I have endeavored to state plain 
and sttbstantiul truths. X i& not believe, let me ' 



Kfiy, that this Govcritmont will bn cniHlvod oiii. 
Thin Govornnveiit will not now bo iliKHCvcrcMl. 
No, uir, niy foar is llmt wo will wear out; that 
our people will degenerate and bceortio (Micrva- 
U'A and oruaaculatod, us arn tho pooi>lc of Afiia, 
because of Ihoir dobixuohcry and mono of liviu;,. 
Tluuo iH no man acquainted with liistory who 
will not hnvo tht> aanic fear. No Govornment 
that huH'pTocodcd nn over had the Harno faoili- 
tios of dcstructiou. V/o havo all the nrt« and 
Bcicncos of fortrir>r ye;>.rB, togetlier with tborto 
unknown tho auciojitfj. I must believe that 
wo aro unfortunately driving towards tlio bruilc 
of destruction. There m no hope but by rotra- 
cing our stops, and again adopting the policy 
of our fathers. Where is tho man, where tho 
party, that will begin it? It muat be begun if 
wo aro to be savccV. Horc is the place to bepfin 
it. Lot ua e^xbibit by our acts what wo profcEa 
to be. 

I will now, fi}T. say a few words to my par- 
ticular friends. I am not ashamed of being a 
farmer^a laborer ; I am jprond that I have 
done my share of work, l despise tho man 
who will. declare that labor is disgraceful. It 
ia blasphemy. God said that man should earn 
his breafl by tho sweat of his bro'wr. If I have 
ever done anything valuable, it has boen tho 
actual ' manual labor 1 have performed in as- 
sisting to devalop a new country. I am proud 
to say it. I ask whether we hftvo not here too 
many talkers ? They are not laborers nor 
farmers. There are men who want to do all 
pf the talking ; at least, they want to IcOLd in all 
the' talking. Who can deny that ? It is a 
lamentable truth. • The evil has even extended 
to our boardiag-honses. [Laughter.] 
■ Why, sir, it would be impossible for a man, 
anywhere here in Washington, even among the 
ladies, to gat out half a sentence without being 
interrupted. [Laughter.] This may be laugh- 
able ; but \i is as true as the other statements I 
have made. I ask these gentlemen, who are so 
flippant and smart, to reflect tJsat every man 
here, by the Constitution of his country— and 
we are all Constitution-loving tiaen-^has just as 
many lights as they have. 

Abstractly, there is not a man upon earth 
who really believes that he has a right to prop- 
erty in another man's labor. But a question 
of expediency cotnes in ; and while gentlemen 
will talk about this matter, I ask these law- 
yers— -and I have seen eight, ten, or twelve of 
them straggling for tlie floor at the same time — 
that they will reflect that others k-sve an equal 
right to be heard, tliough they are crowded out 
hj, the tevere straggle. It iri«v be rt g&rded aa 
ndiculoue to talk m this way, but I twk pretty 
much what I believe to be true ; and if gentle- 
men will say it is not trhe, and proTO it be 
not true, I am willing to retract. I know it 
tnay be called indecorous for a man of my 
age, and among these scientific gentlemen, 
to talk in th& wayj but I am impelled to it 
by facts which stare zne in tho face ; and 



tlicro IB not ft man in tlie IIoiiso T/bo ".tIII not 
ngriio llmt what I say h true. Why, 1 havo 
heard ladicu say, " I» i'. poRHiljlo that you do 
not hchavo yonrselvca b etter ?" [l^tughter.j 

Wo occupy in this Douko an exalted poBV> 
tioii ; and just in proportion as our poaition is 
oxftltud, and wo do nol como up to what tliat 
poailion rcquirca of us, wo are <\o();radod. This 
leap year iti politics in a very daugoroua year 
[laughtor] for this Govornnuut. 1' am not 
talking for Buncombe, for I shall nov«r cou- 
fiunt to be a niombcr of Con;;reBH again ; but 
£C fiT UH I have any influeuco among my con- 
fitiluonUj, J eholi talk to them just as 1 do to 
you ; and if they do not believe me, it v/ill be 
their fault, and not mine ; for I knOw, and you 
all know, that I tell tho truth. I do not believe 
there ia a man hero who will get up and aay 
that I am not apcaking tho truth. I will now 
yield the remainder of my time to my friend 
from Texas. 1 call hiru niy friend, because* 1 
call every man in this Hom e my friend, so long 
as ho conducts himself in a gentlemanly man- 
neir. [LftughterJ 

Mr. IiEA.G AIT. I do not wish to occupy 
much time. It is not matorial, povbaps, that I 
Bhould say anything ; bu<i the observation I 
vplshed to submit is this : that the views of Jef- 
feraon and others of hia day have been fre- 
quently presented in this House, to ehow that 
they were, in the abstract, opposed* to slavery in 
their time. That proposition may be true ; 
but to give a correct undcrstanJiog of what 
seems to some gentlemen to bo a change of 
conviction upon that subjoct, I desire to 3ay, 
that some thirty or forty years ago, indeed 
within my recollection, very many of the peo- 
ple of the South believed that slavery was an 
evil; but that they had the institution among 
them, and could not get rid of it without inflict- 

* 



in^- ft greater evil upon tho country. They wnro 
not able to send oil' their uluves, and it would 
not do to turn thcin looyc among them. 

Now. I wIbI), to say, in Uiat regard, that it 'S 
probable, if a crusado had \M been instituted 
ugaiiiKt the slaveholders ; if they bad not been 
doniiuncod a;< wicked and cruel men for en- 
•^orsuig what many oi them at t'le time did not 
cOiKiidor abfttraclly right, I havo no Joubl that 
slavery would 'nwe been perpetuated ; .but that 
iho condition of the slaves wtiuld have been 
ameliorated, as, indeed, it has been to some 
extent; but the amelioration of their condition 
hixa been arrested, to a considerable ex<«ut, by 
the action of men who would have precipitated 
their liberation, and who denounced and re- 
viled the owners of tho slaves. The attack 
made upon tho slave owners brought Into aucs- 
tion tho morality of alaveholding, tho philoao- 
nby of slavcholding, the jtistice an^ policy of 
holding slaves: and necessity forced upon poo- 
phi vrho ownea slaves the necessity ot a thor- 
ough and full iavostigatioii of the whole sub- 
ject, in itii political, social, and moral ba&ring; 
into the uiental capacity aud moral power of 
the Africiu race ; their condition when left to 
themuelves, and their relative condition when 
in subordination to a more intelligent race of 
men. ' J'he resnlt of a most liberal and Ihorongh. 
invostigatioa, followed oiit in all its details, haa 
withip thirty years worked out a great re'volu- 
tibri in the minds of men, particularly in t'ie 
country whcrs the institution existed, in refer- 
ence to slavery : and the conviction is now thov 
bugtly fixed in the mind of the people oC the 
Sputh, that there is not, abstractly, any ain 
iff the liolding of slaves ; that ticre is no moral 
Wrong in holding slaves ; that thera w no so- 
eisil or domestic inconvenience ia holding, slaves, 
at) .here was supposed ,to be thirty years ago. 



